Taking Shelter From
the Storm:

Building a Sate Room For Your Home or Small Business

Includes Construction Plans and Cost Estimates

FEMA 320, Third Edition / August 2008




Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of FEMA. Additionally, neither FEMA nor any of its employees
makes any warrantee, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, product, or process included in this

publication. Users of information contained in this publication assume all liability arising from such
use.



Taking Shelter From
the Storm:

Building a Safe Room For Your Home or
Small Business
Includes Construction Plans and Cost Estimates

FEMA 320, Third Edition / August 2008

NationalStormShelierAssociation )

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

PCA

Portland Cement Association

NATIONAL
CONCRETE MASONRY
ASSOCIATION

Sustainable Concrete Products for Structures and Hardscapes







THIRD EDITION

m Preface

Since the First Edition of FEMA 320, Taking Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe Room Inside
Your House, was printed in August 1998, nearly 600,000 copies of the publication have been
released. Initiatives attributed to FEMA 320 have resulted in almost 20,000 residential safe rooms
being constructed with federal funding assistance. Further, other initiatives since the publication
was first released include tens of thousands of safe rooms being constructed with private funds to
meet these protection criteria, the creation of the National Storm Shelter Association (NSSA) as a
self-monitoring safe room and shelter governing body, and the development of a new consensus
standard from the International Code Council® (ICC®) for the design and construction of storm
shelters. The existence of this document, and the safe room designs provided herein, have
helped to save the lives of thousands of individuals and families. FEMA is pleased to have this
opportunity to update and improve the guidance through this new edition of FEMA 320, Taking
Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe Room For Your Home or Small Business.
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